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+L-E T1: 
"* FROM THE 
F EEE -$ 
Honoured Sir , 


Am obliged ſomewhat by promiſe, but more by Ftiend&ip,to give you an accompt 
both of my owz,and the Fleets condition: But the former has ſo neceſſary a depes- 
dance upon the /atter,that to tel you tis well with me,when'tis fo with rhe Fleer, 
would be as much a T aatology, as the contrary wou'd be a faiſboed. Sir, you know T 

have ever lived p entifully and chearfuJYy,bleſt be the company ef ſuch friends, (and 
amongſt them particularly your ſelf ) as have even ſet bound; to my wiſher of atty 
Happineſs, beyond what I enjoy'd:' Bat really , now'l find a plezſare-in my life 4 fo 
muci beyond whatſoever I could have hop'd for in it; that I ſhowld even grow 4 
Coward for fear of leling it ,, but that the very-hazard proves. the greateſt: part 
of that pleaſure, I elſe might fetr-the'being diſþoſleſt of. Sir , to: be in the midft 
of the gallantcſt F/eee that T'm/ſuee, ever eyes beheld , to. be, under the Con- 
duR gt a Prince, skilful ro a Mirarte,and Vaiirt, tro Terrourt To Engage in the 
behalf df the beft of Kings, \againſt'the worrtb-0f States. : How great is--the 
encouragement 1 -----» Dear Sir, pardon me. Loy iy prides myhand to write more 
thand deſigned; thoagh-leſs tharl think: Yournwebrez(t fupplees: you mich fuh 
ſuggeſtions, as would refider whay i1-can/ ſay mAbye importinenr:; -And theretore'ao 
.purſye 'my deſigns little neartr 1'nmaft comcoopantiowars: 7d 'iglve you; ami are 
compt of what happned-ſince ourbeing 'off xt $pai, 48d of theſe-occurr:?nces your 
Gnzgets > faraiſh i you 'with fo tdue- and ſpeedy intelligence ,ithat 1 ſuppoſe =y 
rcJayon willy, by that <jme it has the happineſs -of « fi: 51pour hands ,, loſe 
. the,Name of News: and (like Cider carried by$ta)gecay'in ics Spirit and become 
lalipgdet Howeverlit: i$:0ne partof :vhe Scervicelithar! iiowes you! ro cendeavaurito 
'Garngwous, om) 146 7 bo nt 21 non aw SYEN T ove ob get ont 
'] he1aſt inteHligence you bad frommy Coufingad-iwgs} rewember:, gave you 2 
full, accompt df all tranſaQions; itt ;the jrhirg iftane;,! ar, which time our Fleet 


wi:about half a Leaguefrom &hermiddle) gromndy: the Wind why can hardly. 


ſay it blew( aura ap it prov'd ſo very ſcant, that we were fore'dto 
come to an Ankg#; nd about three in the afternoon we ſaw the Datch Fleet, 
in all, about Threeſcore and Six or Seven Sail , firftatan Anchor , but about Six 


a CIOEK I x ag Des-wcrd! , making way (as near as we conjecture ) 
TOS AP+ Cob 8 __ 4 g way( 


wh found, them lying at Anchor , between Orfordneſs , and 


} »- a), having divided themſelves into two Squadrons, We pl flatter our 
ſelves with thtthop of pitkidg up to them, and coming ſpſeſits n/Engagenent; 


but they rook all RO care to ſtand off, and keep the Weather-gage, 
. continually ſhifting Their” Starion-by-nighr;-infomuch that they never were *£ 


any certainty. R 
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Oa the fifth inſtant we got to our Main-r6ps , but the Weather being ſomewhat 
Hazy, we could got ken them ; infomuch char his Highneſs Prince Repert, thowghe 
fit ro ſend forrli-{couts every way, tO try if he could diſcover chem, one of which in 
2 ſho: t time returned with this advice, that the Enemy was Anchor'd 'in the Gun. 
Fleet, whereupon the Prince my iately commanded us co Weigh, hoping if potlibte 
ro reach them that night, or ho er;carly the Aext morning, bur the poor ſhifters 
ſmelt che danger, and inſtantly got them packing in a lamegzable hurry and ſtood 
Eaft-ward, with all the ſail Wo could make; leaving behin$them a ſmall Dogger, 
which ſomeof the ſcouts took, and brought back co our Fleet.) You could rot have 
contain'd your ſelf from Laughter , to have ſeen what a Tcornful anger our Seamen 
expreſſ'd when they found themſelves fruſtrated in their hopes of an Engagement , 
One with threats, Another with ſcorn, a third with revilings{ſach as were 'ttue e- 
nough) ſufficiently expreſling their own Valour , and the enemies LCowardize, and 
Fear ; which (a very ingenious Gentleman) obſerving, Fellow -ouldiers(ſays he in a 
—_ you not have the Boors,run for ſhelter, when they ſmell a Storm in the 
Wi | | 
On the Seventh Inſtant, we met with a ſmall Oftender,who told us that he the day 

itefore bad pafſed through the whole Ducch, Fleer', and that he believ'd they had 
(ſmall and great) Seyenty two or three Sail ithat he then letc them Anchoring on 
the Coaſt of Zealaml, ar a Place call'd Scone-Yelt.He (aid chat they had nor(at moſt 
above forty five men of War; adding that he was call'd aboard their Admiral, who 
had but five hundred and fifty men aboard her, and yet they confeſſed her to be the 
beſt man*d Frigot they had. He aſſured us moreover. that he was confident they 
would never engage us, if chey could poſſibly avoid it ;, for that their men expreſſed 
nothing bur fear,nor their ſhips, but Wezkneſs. And now ſince they were got fs far 
ont of the way, his Highneſs rhonghe convenient to joyn as foun as le with the 
French,of which he was pleaſed to advertizeConnt & Efrdes, Vice Admiral of Frence, 
that fo he might meet him in the Downs, where his Highneſs intends the Genera] 
Rendezvows, inorder whereto we made all the ſail we could and ſtood for Dover, 
of which we came in (ight a Friday Morning early, the Wind blowing freſh & very 
- fair, inſomuch that we are in hopes of making the Downs rhis evening , where you 
' may expect we ſhall ſuddainly joyn with the French Fleet. 
And nowSir , I am to beg your pardon,that I have been ſo tedious in repeating, 
- (for ought I know)ſtale 'Vews. This I afſure you is the trueſt accompr I can give you 
..of both the Fleets, and though it be an Unpolid'd one, yet (like a Rexgh Diamond) it 
may deſerve ſome valueto be put on it, becauſe of it's Tr#tb :1 forbear to make an 
farther Apology, ſince what I have written is in order tv your Commangs , thoug 
poſſibly not in anſwear to your ExpeRation, Should there be any Engagement, there 
will lye one upon. me (if I livey'ts give you the firſt accompt of it I can, and the 
_ both which are debts incumbent upon my Zeal,and Integricy,to manifeſt my 
elf, | 
So Ty ©2 © 512, 


Yowr Faithful Kinſman 
Ms |: and moſt Humble Ser 
May nth. 1673, van, T.H. | 


